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DESSLSTSLDTS! 


The Dorines of this Sermon following, 
1 The exerciſes of Religion belong tothe greateft a well a 


to the meaneit, 

2 Grienou ſmnerrepented for, do not diſable men for the 
ſernices of Gods 

3 They that deprefitablie intertaine Gods meſſage vill gind 
& good teft:rmonie of his meſſengers, 

4 He that hath obtainedpardon for ſinne, will not be aſy4« 
wed that men ſhould heare of it, if it be expedient, 

5 Whoſoener will haue a full diſcharge from all his ſincs, 
wrt F-flic vnto Gods mercie in ( brift. 

6 F arepentant ſinners are great debters, 


PSAL.51.THE,TITLE. 


To him that excelleth. eA Pſalme of Dauid, when the 
Prophet Nathan came vnto him, after he bad gonein ts 


Bath-ſheba. 
? He hiſtorie of David: rout and 


grieuous fall into adulcerie and 
murder, and his recouerie out of 
the ſame by ſound and heartic re- 

entance, is well knowne vnto 
thoſe that are but meanely exerci- 
fed in the reading of the Scrip= 
| tures, Hereof is this Pſalme left as 
a memoriall ynto all ſucceeding ages : and in the Tiz/s 
thereof, which hath been now read, we may obſerue thefe 
three things, 

Firſt, the diſpoſing of the P/ahme, to whom it was come 
mitted for the vſe of Gods people, Tohim that excelleth, 
that is, to him that had the chiefe charge in ſinging with 
inſtruments, which was then a ſeruice of God, ordained of 
Daunid King of Iſracl, by dinine inftitution: anc thereunto 
were appointed certaine ſingers, whereof ſome were prin« 
cipall men,who had the direRing and ordering of therelſtz 
ſuch as were [edurhan and Aſaph and their poſteritie : now 
tohim that was the chiefe man in Daxids time was this 
Pſalme committed, that he might appoint, when and how 
it ſhould be ſung for the benefit and edification of the 
Church of God, | 

Secondly, the pen-man or writer of this Pſalme is decla- 


red, which was Dasid; who by the inſtinR of Gods Spirit 
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did compoſe the ſame, and leaue it ynto the Church as a 
aterne worthy imitation for all penitent ſinners,eſpecial- 

# ſuch as haue fallen after their conuertion and regenera- 

tion, 

Thirdly, the occaſion hereof is ſhewed, viz. the com. 
ming ofthe Prophet Nathan, to admoniſh and conuince 
him of his offences committed, both in &efiling Barh-ſeba 
the wife of /744h,and in ſeeking to couer that toule fat by 
adding murder thereunto, | 

eA Pſalme of Damd, What a worthie and honorable 
King David was ; what a mightic people he had therule 
and gouernment of ; and what weightie imployments Jay 
ypon him, both in the times of warre and of peace, none is 
i19Qorant that kiioweth the ſtories of the holy Scripture: 
yet (as we may oblerue inthis and ſundrie other places) he 
applies himſclfe vnto the writing of Pſalmes,and therin ex; 
prefſeth his holy care that he had of all the particular ferui- 
ces of God Now from his example,” which is recorded and 
recommended by the holy Ghoft vato all polteritie; rhis 
Do&trine ariſech; That Religious exerciſes do belong vnts 
the preate(t,as well as vnto \ meanelſt, D.1#:4 (as we haue 
partly heard) was a King very mightie, verie proſperous, 
yery victorious as any at thattime in the whole world, yet 
did not he thinke himlelfe (neither indeed was he) exemp= 
ted from confeſſion of his fins, and lamentation therefore : 
from making earneſt petitions for mercie, and for the ob- 
taining of 4 Spirit of God, and of the graces thereof, 
whereby his languiſhing and bleeding heart might bee 
comforted and healed, and his former (trength renued and 
increaſed,c+c, asin the bodie of the P/alme following doth 
euidently appeare, In thelike ſort doth he proſeſſe in ano- 
ther P/atme,faying: Then ſhalt heare my voice in the morning, 
O Lord : for ®n the morning will I direft my prayer wnto thee, 
and I willwaite. And againe inthe ſame place : 1 will come in- 
te thine hogſe induced by the mnltitude of thy mercie, and in 
thy feare will [worſhip toward thine holy Temple. Neither was 


this a worke of ſupererogation, as if he yndertooke more 
then 
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then he needed to haue done, being a man ofhisplaceand' 


of his condition ; but it was athing required, as appeareth' 


Plalm.2. where itis faid : Be wiſe yes Kings, be learned yee 


Tudgpes of the earth, Serxe the Lord in feare, and retoyce in 
trembling. Kiſſe the ſonne left hee be angrie,cc, Andinthe 
time ofthe Leuiticall law, the Prince was to offer factrifices 
as well asthe people, atid to acknowledge that hee by his 
finnes had deſeruedto dic as well as the meaneR of his ſub= 
ies,and that by the bloud- ſhedding of that immaculate 
lamb Chriſt Iefus,he was preſerued from the puniſhmene 


Plalm.2.10, 
11,1K, 


due ynto him for his tranſgreſſions : and this is the honour - 


and crowne of [eboſhaphar, Hezehiah, loſiahand other kings 
of Iudah, that they walked before the Lord with an vp- 
right and fincere heart in the' conſtant performance of all 
holy andreligious duties, | 

| Therealons of this point are theſe, 

Firſt, men that are in ſupreme authoritie, and in the 
higheſt places,doe owe as'much homage and ſeruice ynto 
the great Lord of heauen,asthoſe do that are the moſt ab- 
ie andcontemptible among the ſonnes of men: forthe 
Lord made themas well as others; and hepreſerueth and 
proteCeth them as wel as others, and if they pertaine ynto 
his eleion, he muſt ſaue them of his owne free mercie as 
well as others : nay,they are not onely as much bound yn= 
tothe Lord as meanet perſons, but they are ſofarre' more 
deepely indebted vnto him, ashe hath more highly extol- 
led and aduanced them, then hee hath others of tnferiour 
note, And who ſhould doc moſt workebuthe thatrecei- 
weth moſt wages? who ſhould pay the greateſtrent, but 
he that hath the largeſt reuenues ? and who ſhould ſhew 
themſelues moſt loyall'ynto their Soueraigne, but thoſe 
who haue been molt graciouſlic and bountifully reſpeRted 
by him ? Neitherlet vs here imagine that any mans world- 
ly greatnefle and excellencie can exempt him from being 
any longera ſubie& vnto the King of Kings : for certaine 
itis, thatthe Lord is as farre aboue any carthly Monarch, 
as he is isaboue the pooreſtbegger in his dominions; nay 


A 3 indeed 


Reaſon 1, 
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indeed thereisno compariſon tobe made betwixt the dig- 

nitic of the infinite God and of any finite creature, and 

therefore no man can haue any pretence in regard of his 

earthly preheminence, to withdraw his necke from the 
oake of obedience, or to pleade an immunitic from any 

Chrittian dutie or ſervice. 

Secondly, great men haue as much need to conforme 
themſclues in obedience vnto God asany other whoſoe= 
uer; nay rather they haue greater need: forare not their 
affaires moſt weightic? and doe they not moſt of all need 
the Lords gracious afliſtance and furtherance therein ?and 
can that be expeRted any further then they yeeld vp them- 
ſclues to walke inhis waies? No ſurely, and therefore it 
Nands them vpon to be ofall others moſt caretull topleaſe 
the Lord; eſpecially ſecing that great corruptions are yſu- 
all attendants ypon men of great places : they haue many 
ſtrong luſts that doe continually haunt their ſoules: they 
hauc abundance of pride and hautineſle of ſpirit, that can= 
not eaſily be ſubdued; they haue many worldly aftcRions 
and deſires, that can hardly be reprefſed: and in a word, 
they lie more open vnto ſore and dangerous temptations 
thenany of their inferiors doe, and in that reſpeRtought 
they _ moſt conuerſantin theſeruices of God ; that ſo 
naither finne,nor Satan may preuaile againſt them, 

Thirdly,the neceſſitie hereof appeares in regard of the 
good euent that will certainely follow hereupon ; which 
is this,that the more they labour to honour God,the more 
he will aduance and honour them : religion and piety is 
that which dotheſtabliſh the thrones of Princes, and cau- 
ſeth them tobce till more eminent and excc!lent, What 
made Daxids Kingdome ſofirme vnto him and his poſteris 
tic,butthat he vnder-propped iras itwere by his faithful 
prayers,and other good ſeruices, and laid a ſure foundati- 
on thercunto bythe continall zealous obſeruation of all 
Gods facred ordinances? And onthe other fide, what ouer- 
threw the Kingdome of leraboam, of eAhab, and other 
wretched Kings of Iſrael, but thcir impietic agaioſt the 

Ja. 
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Lord,inthat they caſt off his holy precepts, and ſet vp abo. 


minable idolatrie in ſtead thereof ? this was the vtter over. - 


throw of them, and theirs, and this cauſed their names to 
be as1t were hanged vpon a gibber, and tocatrie an ill a. 
uour inall ſucceding ages cuen to the end ofthe world, fo 
that men cannot make mention of them, but they haue a 
vey ill conceit of them, 


Now(to make tome vie of the point in hand)this ſerueth Vſe 1, 
fir(t of all for the juſt reproofe of a great many, that doe. 


wonderfully forget themſclues when they are aduanced to 
high places in the world; falſely imagining that they are 
not ſo ſtrictly tied to ſerue God, as others: of lower de- 
gree are : that they are not bound to meditate on their 

aults; ro bewaile their foule and bloudie finnes ; toac- 
knowledge them ynto the Lord with ſhame and remorſe, 
and earneſtly to craue pardon for the ſame : buteſpeciallie 


to acknowledge their hainous and ſcandalous offences vn» 


to men,arid to giue teſtimonies of their repentance vnto 


ſuch as haue been witneſſes of their falles,that they thinke 


an vnreaſonable thing to bee required of them: they dil- 
daine to be ſo baſe minded (for ſo they accountit) as to ys 
life themſelues before their inferiours :\itis too much pre- 
ciſeneſſe(lay they)toexatt it,or tolooke for it at the hands 
of Gentlemen, or Noble men, or thelike : and ſo in effe&& 
they make matters of religion to be but a meere drudgery, 
to be impoſed vpon vile and abie& perſons, and notart all 
pertaining to merfof dignitie and worth, But what fay 
they to David? Hee ſet himſelfe with his whole heart to 


ſeeke the Lord,and counſelleth his ſonne Salomon, To rake -King.v.z. 


heed to the charge of the Lord his God, to walks in his waies ; 
and to keep his y hers indfements,and bis teftrmonies,& ce 
Doe they thinke themſelues greater,or better then Dawd 
or Salomen? or was it needlefſe for them tobe ſo forward 
in matters of godlineſſe ? No ſurely ; it were meere mad- 
neſke for any ſo to conceiue: and therefore let ſuch men be- 
ware how they make ſo light of things that concerne their 


eucrlaſting ſaluation, or deftruRion ; and letthem _ 


— 
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chat it proceedeth not from magnanimirie that any doth 


calt off che yoake of Chriſt; but indeed from baſeneſſe of 
mind,in that hee chuſcth rather to be a bondllaue and yaſ- 
fall ynto Satan, then a freeman vnto God; and for thoſe 
that take ſcorne tobe religious,and to goe ynder the name 
of Gods ſeruants,let them ynderſtand for their terror,thar 
the Lord taketh ſcorne to intertaine ſuch finfull creatures 


' intohis ſeruice, and that therefore rheyare not religious, 


becauſe the Lord will not youchſafe them ſo much honor : 
and withalllet them remember that this isa very tearcfull 
ſtroake of God ypon them, that they ſhould be ſo damna« | 
bly deluded,astocftceme ita matter of greater credit for 
them to bee ſlaues vnto Cards and Dice, to quafhng and 
drinking and ſuch like works of the fleſh,& ſo conſequeyt-= 
ly tobe enthralled vnto the {laue of {laues,cuen Satan him- 
elfe,then to be in ſubieion ynto the Lord, and ſo tobee 
commanders in thejr owne hearts, and to enioy true and 
perfe& libertic and freedome, 
Secondly, here is a confutation of them that thinke 
themſelues ſufficiently priuiledged from conltant reading, 


- mediration,prayer,& ſuch like holy durties,becaule they are 


ſetin places of goucrnement, and haue manifold weightice 
affaires todeale in: this isno ſufhicient apologie for their 
flacknefle and backwardneſle in Gods ſeruice : for had not 
Dazida mighty Kingdome to gouerne, and many battels 
to fight, and great diuerſitic of imploiments tobuſie his 
head about ? yer could hee find his times to call ypon the 
Lord,and to magnifie his name; to meditate in his [tatutes, 
and to write ſundrie excellent and heauenlic Plalmes, for 


the benefit of Gods Church voto the end of the world, 


Deut.17.18.19g And we may note in the 17, of Deutcronomy,that amon 


ether things,this is giuen in charge vnto him that ſhoul(l 

- afterwards raigne ouer Godspeople, that hee ſhould have 
a copie of the Law writtenin a booke, and that he ſhould 
reaae therein all the daies of his life, that he might learne ts 
feare the Lord his God,and to keepe his commandements : and 
if Kings be not exempted from this worke,how can others 
perſwade 
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erſwade themſclues that they have an immunitie and a 
ind of diſpenſation therefrom, ith their bufineſſes and af | 
faires are nothing ſo many, nor ſo weightie as thoſe of - { 
Princes and great Potentares are. Let all thoſe therefore 
that feare the Lord, caſt off all ſlothfulneſle and careleſnes, 
and lay ade all carnall excuſes, and learne with Davie! to 
obſerue ſer-times for prayer and ſuch like Chriſtian exerci- | 
ſes : which if they caii conſcionablie performe, they ſhall ok | | 
find, that they are fo farre from hindring ofthem inthe Jl | 
workes of their callings, that they do exceedingly further | | 
them in the ſame, and cauſe cuery good thing toproſper in Lt 
their hands, * ' | 
A Pſalme of D awid, 8c after be had gone in to Bathſheba.] | 

Ie was a great & fearefull crime that David had comitted,  . 
yetafter y,he was imployed by God inpening this Pſa/me, [il 
and diuers others: whence this DoQtrine ariſeth, that, | 
Grieuous finnes repented for,do not diſable men forthe ngg.z, "Wl 1 
ſervices of God, Great finnes | i} 
Daxid had notoriouſly offended in this matter of Yriah, repented for, | 1 

et when he had with griefe and inwarl remorſe acknow- = —_— WP 
[edged his faults, and obtained pardon for the ſame; he loſt | TO i | 
not his office, but was flill vſed bythe Lord asa pen-man * i | 
ofthe Scriptures, and as a maruellous fruitfull and excel. 'F 
tent Prophet. And the like may be ſeene in others,as in Ra- 
hab the harlot, who being confideredbutr in her vnregene- 
rate ſtate, and in the nature of mankind, wasin alamenta- 


. u&% 
" 


ble caſe, as being quite dead in finne, and liable ro Gods | | f 
wrath, as all both Iewes and Gentiles were: but ifſhebe 
conſidered not onely as one of «Adam: daughters, but as | 
none of Abrahams Jagtien, nay as one of Chams daugh» 


cers,this will make her caſe much more gricuovs :butif we 
further confider that ſhe was notan ordinary Cananite,but 
one of a curſed citie, euen of Jericho : and not only of that 
execrable place, but a woman noted and branded with in- 
famie for being a common harlot therein, this will cauſe 
vstr0 judge her tobe in a very wofull ſtate indeed : yet not- 
withſtanding the was dead in finne; a ——— s 
- B cur 


Ichn 21.15:16, 


Marke 16.9, 


2.Cor,7.1 I, 
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curſed citie;anda verywretched creature in that citie,not- 
ge this (Ifay)ſhe was firſt appointed in Gods 


good prouidence to Þe the hoſteſle of his-meſſengers that 
came to view that countrey,and to be an inltrument of mt- 
niſtring relicfe and fafctic ynto them, ſothar all the Ifrac- 
lites were beholding vnto her : and then afterward ſhe was 
vouchſafed that honor, asto be one of the great-grandmo- 
thers of the Sonne of God, And what ſhall we ſay of Paul / 
was not he a perſecutor, an oppreſlor, a blaſphemer, and a 
cauſer of others to blaſpheme? yer when he was thorough- 
ly humbled for his hainous offences, he was as profitable a 
member in the Church, as euer thcre was any, if not more 
profitable. Somewhat may be ſpoken alſo concerning Pe- 
ter, for the further confirmation of this point: for his fault 
was none of the leaſt, when he ſo baſely denied andfor- 
ſwore his mafter : yet aſter the reſurrection, he hauing 
thoroughly repented for his fall, our Sauiour committeth 
ynto hima ſpeciail charge of feeding his ſheepe and his 
lambes:andthat he mightnot be diſmayed,he doth againe 
and againe encourage him in his Apoſtolical funtion. And 
(not ro multiplic examples for the proofe of this doQtrine) 
we {ce what great honor the Lord doth youchſafe ynto 
Marie Magdalene, (which had been a very finfull woman, 
. out of whom Chritlt had caſt ſeucn diuels) viz, that ſhee 
ſhould be the firſt publiſher of one part of the glad tidings 

of the Goſpell, to wit, that our Sauiour was riſen againe. 
Now the reaſon why finnes thoroughly repented of, do 
notexclude any from the performance of worthie and ex- 
cellent ſeruices ynto God and hispeople, is this, becauſe 
vpon ſound repentance, ſuch finnes are fully forgiuen, and 
being forgiuen, they are as if they had neuer been commit- 
ted in Gods account andeſtimation : whence it isthat the 
Apoſtle Pex! telleth the penitent Corinthians, ypon their 
godlie ſorrow which they hadinwardly conceiued, and 
outwardly expreſſed, rhat they had in all things ſhewed them- 
ſelnes to be pure, concerning that matter which he had for- 
merlylaid ynto their charge; viz, theircarnall remifſe ca- 
F-- | rage 
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riage towards the inceſtuous perſon: 1.Cor.y.1.2, If then - 
ſinne bee not imputed vnto repentant finners, but bee as a 
debt that is wholly remitted, how can we imagine thar it 
ſhould diſable them from holy ſeruices, which they owe 
vnto the Lord ? eſpecially confidering that whereſyeuer 
the guilt of fin is remooued,the venome and poiſon there. 
of is affo taken away,and theraigning power thervf vtterly 
aboliſhed : ſo that the remembrance thereof,and therem- 
rants thereof(if there be any)doe rather helpe then hinder 
them in the works of godlinefle and of righteouſneſſe; 
for thereby their humilitie,their experience,their loue vn- 
to God and man,and fo conſequently their fitneſſe and rea- | 
dineſſe to do duty vnto them both,are exccedingly increa-. - 
ſed: not that finne can make men better, butbecauſe it 
pleaſeth the Lord for the magnifying of his mercie and'of 
his wiſdome to draw light out of darknefle, and good out 
of euill. 
Let vs not therefore be diſcouraged, albeit wee be com- U/e 1, 

aſſed about with manifold infirmities, nay let vs notbee 
out of hart, though we haue broken forth into ſome groſle 
finnes, and that fince the time of our firſt conuerfion: for 
that was the cafe of Dauid and of ſundrie other of Gods 
beſt ſeruants, who were notwithſtanding notable inftru- 
ments of Gods glory and were 1 0 ood. Let not vs - 
then ſo farre wrong both the Lord and our ſelues, asto 

_ , that he will not accept of ys and our ſeruices, be- 
. cauſe wee haue againe and againe provoked him by our 
tranſgreſſions; neither let vs in that reſpeR either with- 
draw our prayersaltogether from him,or call morefeeblie 
and faintly'ypon his name : for that proceedeth not from 
true humilitic,but from diffidence and diſtruſt, and from 3 
baſe conceitof hisinfinitmercie and goodaes: butler our 
iniquities-draw'vs oftner ynto the throne of grace, and 
Hake vs more inſtant and importunate for the procuring 
of a pardon, and theit let vs afſure our ſelues that where 
hath abounded,grace ſhallmuch more abound: and albeit 
we haue been +” 4 ſcruants in our pla» 
A! 3 ccs, 
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ces,yet vpon our ſound humiliation,the Lord will be con- 


tent to intertaine vs ſill, and to take our ſeruicesthat wee 
erforme ynto himin as good worth, asif we had neuer ag 
all offcnded his maieſtic, | \ 
Secondly, fith the Lord doth fet notable offenders a 

worke in matters of ſpeciall imploiment, when once they 
hauc heartily repented them of their euill works, therefore 
Jet vs hence RR not to xciect ſuch, ifat anytime they 
bring vnto vs good cxhortations,or admonitions : for thag 
were as bl ly in vs,as if we ſhould refuſe this & other 
te 1498 le they were compoled by Darid, who was 
ouertaken with hainous and ſcandalous offences: or as if 
we ſhouldreic the Epiſtles of Pau, becauſe he was once 
a mortall aduerſary vnto the doftrine of the Goſpeil, Yet 
many dcale asabfurdly as this comes to : for let ſome that 
have bcen great ſinners bring vato them the meſſage of 
God,and miniſter ynto them ſound reproofes taken out of 
the ſacred ſcripture,and taxe them ſomewhat ſharpelie for 
their irreligious and profane courſe of lite, their anſiwere 
is readie; what need youtobe ſo hot againſt vs for theſe 
and theſe faults ? haue not wee knowne you to haue been 
heretofore guiltio of the ſame, or greater? hauc not you 
been a common {wearer ! anotorious Sabbath breaker? a 
notable drunkard, or whorcmaſter, or the like ? and what 
of all theſe? ſhould not therefore the holy things of God 
be accepted, becauſe itpleaſeth his maicftie to ſend them 


yato you by ſuch aman?this is as abſurd dealing ,as if ſome 


meane ſubic& ſhould refuſe arich gift ſent ynto. him from 
his ſoueraigne,becauſc he hath formerly ſeene the meſlen- 
ger that brings it him, clothed with ragged and torne 
clothes : what greatmarter is it how he hath been hereto. 

re apparrelled? is the gift euer a iot the worſe for that, or 
the giuers fayour cuer a whitthclefſe? let not vs deale fo 
iniuriouſlic with the Lord and his meſſengers,but when he 
thinketh good to imploy any that way for our benefit and 
Fog vs thankfully accept of them, and make yſe of that 
Which fromthe Lord they deliver yaro vs. Al 

| Wi 
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When the Prophet Nathan came unto him.) Nathan was 
Dazids ſubieR, and his inferiour euery way, yet (ith the 
Lord pleaſed to make him an inſtrument of LY te him y 
avaine after his fall, hee honoureth him with the ticle of a 
Prophet,and would haue al the world to know what a no= 
table cure he had wrought vpon him: whence note this do- 
&rine,that, | 
Thoſc that doe profitably intertaine Gods meſſage, will Do. 3 
in the beſt maner that they can giue teſtimonie of his meſ. They ria 
lengers. | . profit by good 
SodealtKing Dawidin another caſe, when Abigail bad my Kg 
giuen him holy and faithfull advice, aud Raicd him from wood tefth 
murdering her husband,and his family, what faith he? Bleſs mony. 
ſedbe thy counſell, and bleſſed beethow ;rhich hat kept me this 1.594. 25.33, 
day from comming ts ſhed blowa, Yo Pawl, making relation 
how ſtrangely and miraculouſlic hee was conuerted, and 
thereupon having occalion to ſpeake of Ananias, whom 
the Lord ſent ynco him to open his eies,and to comfort his 
heart,he giuetha very reuerent teſtimony of him,as name- | 
ly, that he Ws a godly man,as pertaining to the law, and ſuch a AQ, 12, 
one as had a good report from all the Iewes which awelt at Da- 
WIAſCHS. 
Likewiſe in the Epiſtle to the Corinthians it is ſaid,that 
ifan vnregenerate mancome into the congregation, and 
be reprooued for his ſinnes,and the very ſecrers of bis hearg 1.Cor. 14 24.25 
he made manifeſt unto him, he vill fall downe on bus face and 
worſhip God,and ſay plainly,that Godis in his ſeruants indeed. 
Andit ſtands with reaſon, that they who haue receiued 
profit vaco their ſoules by any man, ſhould giug alouing 
ecſtimony of him : for, | | 
Firſt, it argueth great loue in thatpartie,in thathe was ſo Feaſons, 
careful for _ in the things that do moſt concernethems - I 
For what greater kindnes can beſhewed vpto amaBy, then 
to cndcuour to ſet him free from extremitie of miſgrie, and 
to aduance him-to the height of al truc felicizie?todeliuer 
kimfrom the curſe and vengeance of God,-and to procure 
him. a portion in the merics of Chrit,and io the neuer-l3- 


B 3 ding, 
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ding comforts of the kingdome of heaten? Now if Gods 
children be of that diſpoſition as to'do good for cuil, much 
more will they requite good with good, and exprefle their 
louing affeQion by ſpeaking well of ſuch as haue been in- 
ttruments of ſo great happineſle vnto them. 

- Secondly, they cleerely diſcerne of Gods loue towards 
them in vouchſafing to ſend his Embafladors vnto them : 
and therefore they fer an high priſe cuen ypon the rebukes 
that are miniftred yntothemiuthey do not account them as 


ſwords thatare drawne out to wound them, but efteeme 


them as a precious balme taatiis ſent to cure them: and al- 


beittheybring ſmareand diſgrace with -them when they 
ate thoroughly applicd,yetthey like them neuer the worſe 


for that;as knowing that the ſmart and diſgrace proceed 


not from the reproofes, but from the finnes which arerc- 


rooued, [V+ 

Which maketh for the iuſt condemnation of ſuch as take 
rt in4ll partto beadmonifhed,and thinke and ſpeake hard- 
ly of thoſe that deale with themin ſuch a maner: they pro- 
claime openly-ynto the world that they haue profited little 
by Gods ſeruants, and therfore they may aflure themſclues 
thatthey haue been ſent ynto them in iudgement,and not 
inmercie, And let ſuch take heede how they rage and 
Rome when they are checked>4hd rebuked for their pride 


' and yanity, and worldlinefle and fuch like corruptions, 


whereunto they are in bondage: for if they make not vſe 
of Gods holy voice for their reformation, they may iuſtlic 
feare his heauic hand for their vtter deftruQion. 

In the ſecond place here is matter of incouragement yn- 
to Gods ſeruants to deale boldly and faithfully inrepre- 
hending ahd exhorting,&c. as cauſe and occaſion ſhallbe 
offered: forthough they haue ſower lookes and hard vſage 
from ſome; yet may r ke expect better meaſure from o- 
thersxhey may now and then moet with ſome Dawids,that 
will acknowledge their faults and failings;andthinke and 
ſpeake rontrendy of them rhat haue dealt moſt faithfully 
with their ſoules,though yery ſharply againſtheir _ 
"_ Rebuke 
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Rebuke 4 wiſe man(Gaith Salomon )and he will lowe thee : 2s we © 


haue an experiment in Petey, who carried a ſincere affeQi. 
on towards Pax, notwithſtanding his round dealing with 
him. Pau/ſaw that he was out of the way, & that he deſer- 
ued robe openly reproued,and therefore he doth not ſtand 
backe (as many a one would haue done) nor reaſon in this 
or the hke carnall maner. Alas,ſhall I reprooue ſuch a wor- 
thie Apeſtle,a man of ſuch wonderfull knowledge and ex- 
cellenr gifts? ſhall Icell him of his fault, as if he were to 
learne of me,who was in Chriſt long before me ? ſhal I ble= 
miſh him opely,& that before ſo many,that are hisfriends, 
and carrie a reuerent opinion of him? what doIknow how 
he will cake it? it may be he will replie, and others will 
ioyne with him, eſpecially Barnabas, who ſcemestobe of 
| his mind?and what a diſaduantage wil that be to haue mas 
nie againſt one? and beſides, what do I know how offen= 
fiuely it may be taken, when there ſhall be yariance amon 

our {ves, &c. he troubleth himſelfe with none of hel 
doubts : but finding Petey tobe licke,albcit he were a Phy. 
ſitian himlſelfe, yet he takes him in hand, and miniſters ſpi- 
rituall phyſicke vato him : he knew that God might haue 
glorie, and Peter and the reſt benefit by his reproofe, and 


thetetore he dealtplainly,and found ſuccefle accordingly; Galara,rr, 


fornone replied againſt him, butall that were faultie ac» 
knowledged theirerror, (for ſo much is implied by their 
veryhilence, ifthere were no more words vied thenare re= 
corded, which yet is ſcarce probable) and Peterafterwards 
hauing occaſion to ſpeake of Pawl.and of his writings,cal- 


leth him bs beloned brother, commendeth him for rhe wiſe , 


dome that God had given him, and reckoneth his Epifties a- 
mong the holy Scriptures of God, as iarightthey deſerue 
tobe reputed, 

Now that God which gaue ſuch good ſuccefle ynto 
Panli reproofe, can doe the like for his ſeruants Rill;-and 
therefore let none be afraid to aduenture on: that dutie 
when they are called thereunto, but cheerefully ſet ypon it 
with an expectation of a bleſſing, remembring/for their 


comfort: 


Per,z.t5.16; 
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comfort whatthe Wiſeman faith, viz. that he rhar repro- 
weth ſhall find more fauonr at lenyth then he that flattererh, 
When he went in to Bath-ſhebalIn ſo much as Denid being 


' touched with remorſe for his grieuous fault, and therupon 


having obtained pardon, doth make open acknowledge. 
ment thereof, and i; content to record it for poſteritie, 
when the Lord would haue him ſo to doe ; hence obſerue 
this doctrine, thar, | 

He that vpon ſound humiliation for ſinne, hath obtained 
remiſſion thereof, will not be aſhamed-that men ſhould 


penient,will heare of it, if it be fic and needfull, | 
notbe aſhamed Daxdrexarnple maketh this clecre, who being recon= 


of a needfull 


contefhon, 


Plalm.7;. 


1.Tim. 1.13. 


Reaſons, 


þ 


ciled yntothe Lord, ſets downe his offence ynder his owne 
hand, and leaues this Pſalme wherein it is recorded,thatit 
might be read,and heard, and ſpoken of and preached,and 
ſung, that all Gods people then living, and all that ſhould 
be afterwards in ſucceeding ages, mighttake notice of his 
fall, and be forewarned totake heed of ſuch offences. The 
like to this he doth in another Pſalme, ſetting downe what 
wretched conceits he had, how he fretted at the proſperity 
of the wicked, thinking them happie, though they were 
proud and impious, and Godschildrenmiſerable, though 
never ſo humble and religious: Ss fooliſh was / (faith he) 
and ignorant ; [ was a beait before thee, The like confeſſion is 
made by Pan! concerning his miſled life in the time ofhis 
ynregeneracie : / as (ſaith he) a blafphem#r, and a per ſecu- 
ter, and an oppreſſor, Neither isthis ſtrange : for, 
Firſt, fin pardoned is not atall reprochfull ; but the guilr 
thereof being rakenaway, the ſhame (which is due only to 
ilrie perſons) isalſoremoued.Chriſt his ſufferings, when 
e was vilified and contemned for our ſakes, did drinke vp 
all the infamie that otherwiſe would cleaue vnto vs, 
Secondly, as the Lord himſelfe hath no diſlike of vs, 
when once weare at peace with him, ſo hath he the diſpo- 
ſing of all mens heerts and minds, and therefore can cauſe 
them nor to thinke the wotſe of his children for the offen- 
ces, which they acknowledge: or if they doc thinke the 
| worſe 


em rr 
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worſe of them, itis their fault; and the Lord which hath 
beſtowed the ſpirit of glorie vpon them, will cauſe all con« 


temptto ſlide off, ſo that it ſhall net long hang vypon them, 
Of which points Gods ſcruants being, perſwaded, they do 
_ lay open their tranſgreſſions, when the Lords name 
may de glorified, or his people edified by that meanes. 


Which maketh for the juſt reproofe of thoſe that are Uſer, 
bold and audacious in committing 'of finne- inthe view of 


the world, being nothing atall aſhamed either of open im- 
piety againſt God,or of outrages againſt men,and yet they 
will by no meanes haue any to know that they are penitent 
for their faults: they care not who knowes that they are 
miſerable, but they will have none to know that they are 
happie : (if yet they can be happie in whom this corruption 
beareth ſway, whatſocuer pretences they make of their 
ſound repentance before God.) And why are they ſo loath 
to lay open their offences before men, when it is requiſite 
that they ſhould do ſo? becauſe forſooth they thinke ita 
diſgrace, Whara folly is this,to imagine it a greater matter 
of diſprace to confeſſe fin,then to commit fin, and for want 
of confeſſion to be held for impenitent perſons?if they haue 
truly repented, itis no ſhame at all to let men vnderftand 
ſo much by a'plaine acknowledgement of their ſcandalous 
crimes : nay it is ſofar from being a matter of reproch, that 
indeed itis a great honor vnto them : and therefore herein 
they deale as abſurdly, as if a man that hath built himſelfe 
a faire houſe, ſhouldbe aſhamed to relate that it was here= 
toforeruinous,and as it were an eyc-ſore to all that looked 
ypon it: orasif one that hath been a bankrout, ſhould be 
aſhamed to make it knowne, thatnow all his debts are dif- 
charged, and that he hath ſufficient yeerely revenuesto 


liue vpon, 


Let vslearne tobe more wiſe and prouident,both for our V/e, 2, 


ſoules and for our names, and be ſo far from being at char- 
ges(as many will be)to be freed from a publike confeſſion, 
when the law of God andof man doth exa® it of vs, that 


werather yoluntarily offer the ſame;that fo God may haue 
C- more 
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more honor, and our foules may haue more peace, and 
men rhay receiue better fatisfaCtion concerning the ſound- 
nesof our repentance,and ſo our names may be purgedand 
freed from thoſe Raines and blemiſhes, which otherwiſe 
mult of neceſſitie cleaue ynto the lame, | 


FEES] ESE) ESEY 
PSALME gt. VERSEL. 


Haue mercie vpon me,O God, according to thy lowing kind- 
neſſe : according to the multitude of thy compaſſions put 


away mine mMigquities, 


\ He Title of this Pſa/me hath been already 
ſpoken of : now followeth the P/alme it 
| fiferthe firſt verſe whereof conſiſteth of 
G3 theſe two branches. Firſt, a petition, Sc 
ho 25 condly, the reaſon thereof, 

» © PBs. The petition is,that God would have 
merciezpon him, and more ſpecially that he would expreſle 
hismercie i putting away his fin, In which words the Pro- 
phet victha fimilitude taken from debters, who being in 


Sh * their creditors bookes, do either vpoa payment made, or 
o ypon the debt forgiuen them, intreat thatthey may be croſt 


out of the booke : euen ſo doth Daxid heere belecch the 
Lord,that he would blot out his iniquities,that they might 
not ſtand in record againſt him, 

. The reaſon to moue God thus to deale,is taken from his 
owne meere mercic and /oning kindnes, and from the multi- 
tude of his tender compaſſicns, which were farre more and 

_ greater then his tranſgreſſions were or could be, 
Hane mercy vpo me,O God, &c.|Hecethe dotrine is,that |, 
Dos, Whoſoeuer will haue afull diſchargefrom all his ſins, 
God only ca® muſt go quite out of himſcife,and flic tothe mercie of God 
pardon 1niqut- ;9 Chriſt, 
” Sodoth Danidin this place, though he bad been a verie 
<< aoly man, even 2 man after Gods awne heart, yet he neucr 


pleads 
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pleades for pardon in this reſpe&, that he had done good 
ſeruice ro God and his Church; that hee had made man 

good prayers,and Pſalmes of praiſe; that he had ſubdued 
and brought ynder many cruell aduerfaries of religion and 
of Cods people,that he had bin mercifull ro the diſtreſſed, 
and miniftred juſtice and iudgement vnto the afflicted and 
oppreſſed : none of theſe are {9 much as mentioned, nor 
once thought of in the marter of iuſtification, but hee caſts 
himſelfe onelie and wholly vpon the loning kindnefſe,and 
tender compaſſion ofthe Lord. Indeed ſuch good works 
maybe remembred to cheere vp the heart in the time of af- 
fMction,and to keepe vs from fainting vnder the burden of 
our corruptions;butnot at al as meanes to ſatisfie Gods iu- 
ſice,or to ranſome vs from his diſpleaſure: it muſt pro- 


ceed from his free grace alone, that wee are reconciled yn- 
to him, and admitted into his fauour, Therefore doth 


the Prophet Hoſeaexhort thus, O Iſrael, returnewnto the Hoſ.14.3.3, 


Lord thy God, for thou ha#t fallen by thine iniquitie, Take vn- 


ts you words,and ſay vnto him, take away all inquitie, and re= * 


ceine vs graciouſly. This courſe did Danie!take;though a 
yery holy man, and plentifully ſtored with all manner of 
good works,and greatly beloued of the Lord,yet hee pre- 


tumed not to offer vp his ſupplications and the prayers of 


the reſt of Gods ſeruants # their owne righteouſneſſe, but tn Dan.9.18. 


the great tender mercies of the Lord. He reſted notypon his 
owne ſufficiencie, or worthineſſe, nor ypon the generall 
ſock of the whole Church, bur betook him altogether to 
the free goodneſieand fauour of God. The ſame was the 
parQiſevfthe Apoſtle Pan/,who wasfo far fro imagining 
that hecould mcritany thing byhis owne works, that hee 


eſteemed them al loſſe and dung that be might wm Chriſt,and Phil. | 


be found in him,not haning his owne righteouſneſſe, which is of 
the law but that which # through the faith of Chrift., What 
then? are good works ſo baſe ? No,notin themſelues, but 
when menput confidence.in them fortheir wſtification ; 
they are of vo worth for that purpoſe, but areto be recko- 
a as vile as the clay,” and' as the mire thar lies in the 
ftreertes, | | | 


ol 2 Now 
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1/a.54.6. 


Phul.2, 
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Now the reaſons why we mult goe out of our ſelues,and 
depend wholly vpon Gods mercic for the remiſhon of our 
fnes,are theſe, | 

Firſt, in regard of our owne. vtter inſufficiencie : for b 
nature,what haue we that is of any worth? our thoughts, 
words.and works are altogether finfull : Oyr very righte- 
oſnefſe, that is,our beſt works(before our regeneration) 
4 filthie clouts, altogether lothſome and abominable in the 
fight of God,and fo farre from being of value to ſatishie his 
iwftice,that they cauſe vs ſtill rorunne into further arrera- 
ges;and can any reaſonable man imagine, that caſting -our 
{clues into new debts can be any diſcharge ofthe old?But if 
any/docdilclaime the works that proceed from his nature, 

andyec hope to haue benefit by the works of grace which 
he doth,lethim conſider who it is that maketh him able 
both to will and to performe, euen the Lord,and thenhee 
ſhall plainely ſce,thatto fatisfie him by ſuch meanes is bur 
to goeabout to pay him with his owne, 

Secondly,as we ought to goe out of our ſelues inregard 
of our inſufhciencie,ſo muſt we relie vpon Gods mercie for 
the pardoning of our {innes,in regard of his allſufficiency: 
for(as itisin this text) in him there is great kindneſſe, and 4 
wwHltitude of tender compaſſions, Albeit Daxids adulterie 
and murder were very great, yet Gods mercie was infinitly 
greater: yea,thoughmurther had bin aranging ſin in him, 
as it wasin Mavnaſſes,yetthe Lords kindnes is ſuch,that he 
mightealily haue bin freed both from the guilt & puniſh= 
ment thereof, There are ſome faulrs that earthly Princes 
are {worne not to pardon, as wilfull murder ad the like; 
burGod isnotſo reſtrained but that hee can forgiue any 
crime,if fo bee that repentance follow thereupon : and in- 
decd the greater the offences bee that hee remitteth, the 
more honor and glory ſhall redound vnto him{elfe, accor- 
ding tothat inthe Palme, Not unto vs,O Lord,not unto vs, 
but vnto thy name gine the glorie, for thy lowing mercy,and for 
thy eruths ſabes. 1 1 
[This ſerveth fiſt forthe confutation of the Papiſts, that 
Rand ypon their owne meri ts,thinking tobe iuſtified ther 


by, 
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by,and ſo ſhew themſelues to be-infolent traitors againſt 
the King of heauen,in that being infinitely indebted vnto 
him,they willas it were coine money of their owne for the 
paiment of their debts; but whatſoeuer they dreame of, - 
their works will not goe for currant,but they ſhall find and 
feele that their ſins are till in forceagainſithem : that they 
are ſo far from being inbetter caſe then al, thatthey are in 
worſe caſe thenany: that whereas they take vpon them to 
be Iudges of others and to giue them pardons, they are 
vile malefactors themſclues, and baue obtained nopardon 
for their ownecapitrall offences, - 

Secondly, fithitis in the Lords hand to forgiue all ini= +2 
quitie,therefore let vs ſeeke remiſſion from him, and labor 
to performe thoſe duties, whereby wee may be aflured of 
forgiueneſſe, One dutic is to confeſſe our /innes, and to for Prou.28.rg, 
ſake them, for then - Salomon ſaith) We ſhall find mercy, 
Whereas if we promile peace ynto our ſelues, living in fine 
full courſes, or allowing our ſelues in the ſmalleſt infirmi- 
ties, the Lord hath proteſted,that he wil not be mercifull yn- Deut.29.20, 
to vs,but the wrath of the Lord, and his iealouſic hall ſmoke 4« 
gainiF 5 vnto ourcternall deſtruftion. _ 

Another dutic is, that if we deſire that the Lord ſhould 
be gracious vnto vs,we muſt paſſe by and forgiue the treſ- Marth 622, 
paſles of our brethren, Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall yah,s, 
obtaine mercy; and indgement without mercie ſhall beeunts 
them that ſheVv no mercie. 

Thirdly,here ismatter of comfort for ſuch asare afflicted Vſe 3, 
and wearicd ynder the burden of their iniquities; Satan 
and their conſciences charging them that they haue com- 
mitted ſuch foule evils, that no man liuing, no not their 
owne father would forgiue, ifthe like had been done a- 
gainft him : let them not bee diſmaied for all this; it is the pygg.zq, 
Lords office to pardon iniquitie, tranſgreſſion and finne, 
and his mercy is ſo infinite,thatif we can repent and be tru- 
ly humbled,he will fully forgive, and for euer forget al our 
offences,how many _ how great, and of how long cone 


tinuance ſocuer they haue been. Let notour linnes there» 
C 3 fore. 
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Matth. 18.24, 


Plalm.33, 


U/cl, 
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Foredriue vs from the Lord, butrather draw vs neerer vns 


to him,and then we ſhall find, that he isplentifull in come 
paſſion toward ſuch as ſeeke his fauour. 

Put away mine iniquity. |Or blotit out of thy book, eu as 
a debt y is diſcharged. Whence we may notethis point, that 

Varepentant ſinnersare great debters: they are even in 
the ſtate of bankrouts: which is intimated in that parable of 
our Sauiour, where hee compareth euery ſinner vnto a ſcr- 
uant which did owe vnto his maſter ten thouſand talents, 
that is,an huge and fnualuable ſumme, which hee was no 
way able to pay, In which regard, Icfus Chriſt enioyneth 
ys to pray, Forgive vs our debts: implying,that al our ſinnes 
are as it were as infinit debt, and cucry particular isas a 
ſeuerall ſumme, and the law of God is the obligation or 
hand-writing,whereby weare bound : and therefore the 
Scripture vſeth the phraſe of imputing,ſaying, Bleſſed s the 
man to whom the Lord impateth not finne : where oftenders 
are compared ynto debters, who haue gotten a ſuretie, ſo 
that now there canno writ come out againſt rhem,becaulſe 
tne debt is not reckoned to bee theirs. 

Sithence the caſe ſtandeth thus with all of vs naturally, 
let vs ſeeke ſpeedily to haue our debr diſcharged:for other- 
wiſe if we bee ſurpriſed andraken, it will be out viter yn- 
doing. Debts that are due.vnto men, have .common| 
daies appointed for the paiment thereof, ſo that till fuch a 
day come, they cannot be exacted : bur he that is indebted 
yntoGod,goes in danger every houre, yea euery moment, 
becauſche may arreſt him whenſocyecr it pleaſeth him. A 
vaine,thoſe thatare bound vnto men, way bein ſuch pla- 


ces,wheretheyarec ſure their creditors cannottouch them : - 


but where can any man bee exempred or priucleged from 
the Lords attachments? whithcr can he flie,but the Lords 
hand will reach him,and pull his ſoule from his bodie, and 
caſt rke ſame into; hell fire? And whereas in otherpriſons 
there may bee ſome fauorrand good viage obtained,and 
the parties, or others for them may vie meanes for the ſa- 
tisfaCtion of their creditors, or their creditors way die, or 


they 
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they may dieand ſo hane anend of their affliction, there 


can no ſuch thing bee expeRted, when once a man is im= 
priſoncd in hell : there ſhall bee noeaſe, but continuall 
corture ; God will neuer bee pacified after that time, 
neither the parties themſclues, nor all the friends they 
haue in the world, no nor Chriſt Icſus himſelfe can mi- 
tigate the Lords anger towards them, or redeeme them 
from that place of torment, but there they muſt conti- 
nue euerlaſtingly, to indure the puniſhment infliged 
ypon them, the conſideration whereof ſhould cauſe ys 
euen at this very preſent to grow to a ſetled reſolution 
to repent for all our finnes, that fo in Chriſt Ieſus our 
whole debt may be remitted. Let eucry one enter into 
a ſcrious view and examination of his owne eſtate, and 
reaſon thus with his owne foule ; Haue not Ibinablaſphe- 
mer, a prophaner of the Sabbath, alyer, a riotous perſon, a 
worldling,or the like?if Ihauebin ſucha one,hauel ſought 
as yet reconciliation with the Lord, yea or no? if not, my 
cal is fearefull : Iamliable to his wrath and heauie indig- 
pation,and therfore it ſtands me vpon ſpeedily to ſeeke his 
fauour,kſt I periſh ſuddenly,and there be no remedy:what 
do Iknow whether euer I ſhall haue this good motion a- 
gaine,ifnow Imakenot yſe thereof? therfore will I forth= 
with ſecke the Lord while he may be found,and call upon him, 


while he ts neere, that ſo mine iniquities may be pardoned, . 
his diſpleaſure turned away from me, and hislouing coun. 


teniance ſhine cleerely vpon me. The Wiſeman counſelleth 
him that hath raſhly enterednto ſuretiſhip,that he ſhould 


ſpeedily deliuerhimſelfe, if poſſiblic he can : Ewen as 4 Doe Prou.6.4.y. 


from the haxd of the hunter ; and 44 a bird from the hand of the 
fowler ; gining no ſleepe vnto his eyes, nor ſlumber vnto bis eye= 
lids, till he haue effeRed it : nowifthe Lord will haue men 
ſo prouident for their outward eſtate, as not toſleepe one 
nightin danger, much more careful] ſhould we be for the 
Rate of our ſoules, that we vie not delayes in ſetting them 


out of perill. 
Andas we ought ſpeedily to deale inthe matters of our 


| ſoules, 


2 


Galath. 6, 
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foules,ſfomuſt we bealſo careful to deale ſurely and ſounds | 


ly, not deceiuing our ſelues, asmany do,by thinking ,fure- 
ly God hath given me an acquittance from all my ſins, be. 


cauſe I pray and heare the Word,and do not liue in adulte- 


rice, in druakennefle, in malice, in reuenge, and other ſuch 
offenſive fins: but theſa are not ſure arguments that our ini. 
quities are pardoned, ynlefle we both doe that which is 
good, and forbeare that which is cuill in conſcience andin 
obedience vnto Gods law : and therefore let vs not con- 
tent our ſelues with this,that we are better then others, but 
(asthe Apofile ſaith) Let exery man trie hi owne Workes,For 
many may ſeeme good in compariſon, who yet in deedard 
intruth are ſtarke naught, Let not vs then be ſo fooliſh, as 
to ſuffer the diuell ro make our acquittance for vs, for he 
will certainly beguile vs;burlet vs get it vnder Gods owne 
handand ſeale : let vs not conclude,that therefore we are 
in good caſc, becauſe we forſake the praQtiſe of grofle (ins, 
and doſome outward duties, as pray and reade the Word 


 inour families,and giue thankes before and after meat,and 


the like ; for this is one of the divels acquirtances, or at the 
beſt, of our owne noting, and not authentique : butletys 
trie whether we haue an inward hatred ofall kind of ini- 


 Quitie, and do conſtantly ſtrive againſt our moſt naturall 
"and moſt beloued finnes : whether we haue a delightinthe 


wayes of God, and doe fill grow in neerer acquaintance 
with him,cc, If we can find theſcand the like notes of vp- 
don_ in our ſelues,then haue we cauſe of reioycing in- 

ecd; becauſe the Lord hath inriched vs with the graces 

of his holy Spirit, which is the carneſt of ourredemp- 

tion: and therfore letvs comfort our ſoules in this 
reſpeR,being aſſured that we are perfeRly bleſ- 
ſed, becauſe the Lord will impute no iniqui- 
tie vnto vs, but accept of that ſatisfaRi- 
- on which our Saviour hath 
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